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will be advisable to attempt it for the following reasons. First, Alexandria is the only port on the coast of Egypt where ships can remain in safety.- Second, when once we are in possession of that port all communication between France and Egypt will be effectually cut off. Third, the fatigue of a long blockade by sea will be avoided. Fourth, after a sufficient garrison has been placed in Alexandria, we shall be enabled to detach largely for the purpose of reducing Rosetta and Dainietta, or to assist the Turks in expelling the French from Cairo and Upper Egypt.
" If, however, we shall be disappointed in our expectation of getting possession of Alexandria, we have it always in our power to land at Damietta, where ships of war and transports can ride in great safety, although at a greater distance from the shore than near Alexandria, It will in that event change the plan of the campaign. We shall either singly or in conjunction with the Turks ascend the Damietta branch of the Nile, and, after reducing Cairo, descend to Eosetta, cut off all communication with Alexandria, and prevent the annual supply of water from the overflowing of the Nile reaching Alexandria, which must from that circumstance as well as other causes be under the necessity of surrendering without the labour of a siege. In acting in conjunction with the Turks we shall profit by the services of their cavalry. We shall be supplied with gunboats and other craft fit for the navigation of the Nile, and with horses and camels, and we shall experience the effects of terror and of fanaticism on the minds of the inhabitants and of the Bedouins. Although the disembarkation at Damietta must be made at three leagues' distance from the shore, yet it will be in smooth water, and as small craft is ordered to be provided for that purpose there will be no difficulty. Greek boats, which will carry 100 men, and not drawing more than 3^ feet water, will fully answer for this service. If the Turkish Army shall have advanced from Jaffa towards Damietta we shall meet with no opposition in landing. At any rate, the French are not in sufficient force to oppose us with any effect without abandoning Cairo